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Excerpts from the play JOHANNA  
by Cornelia Rainer  

 

1.  

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, ANNA, CHRISTINE) 

Tomorrow.  

Tomorrow will be your big day. 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  

Tomorrow your time will come. 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE) 

Tomorrow you will find out if you are worthy of the hope that thousands have placed 

in you. 

JOHANNA (LUISE)  

Tomorrow you will find out if you are as strong as you expect yourself to be. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, ANNA, CHRISTINE) 

Tomorrow will be your day. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA)  

Tomorrow will be the day that you rise or the day that you fall. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, ANNA, CHRISTINE) 

Pull yourself together. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA)  

Harness all your faith and do what needs to be done already! 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  

Be strong! 
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JOHANNA (ANNA)  

Be vigilent! 

JOHANNA (LUISE)  

Be ready!  

Pause. 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, ANNA, CHRISTINE) 
The eyes of the whole nation are upon you. 

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
Don’t disappoint them. 

 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE) 
Tomorrow will show, whether everything you have experienced in your life, seen and 

done, was correct. 

 

JOHANNA (LUISE) 
if you can defeat all your fears that you had previously, carried with you in your life,  

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
whether all the paths you have taken  ‘til now, make sense and at last they 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, ANNA, CHRISTINE) 
form a whole together.  
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JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  
You have already been 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, ANNA, LUISE)  
looking for so long. 

 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE) 
You do not know what you are looking for, but you know that you are looking for 

something. You do not know where you shall look for it, you don’t know how, you 

don’t know where to start, but you are willing to give everything it takes to find it. For 

you want to find something very much. To arrive somewhere. To achieve something. 

To reach the goal. For you it doesn’t matter what the destination is, important is, that 

you reach it eventually.  

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
You know a lot and you have a lot. 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA)  
You have a MacBookPro, 

 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  
an iPhone, 

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
an iPad, 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 
you have 431 friends on Facebook. And every day there will be more. 
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JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  
Tomorrow. Tomorrow is your big day. Tomorrow you’re going to forget all the 

moments in which you wanted to give up. And you wanted to give up so often.  

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
Stop searching. 

JOHANNA (LUISE)  
Stop learning. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA)  
Stop working. 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
Stop struggling. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 
Stop breathing.  

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  
Stop  existing. 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA)  
Believe, believe, believe. It doesn’t matter now what you believe in. Or you. Or you. 

Or you. Or you.  So, what should people believe in please? In friendship? In love? I 

Will people believe in anything? Or perhaps even in God? Or do you believe for 

instance in God?  

 

 [Pause] 

 

JOHANNA (ANNA)  
Yes, I believe in God. 

 

Johanna (Sophia, Christine und Luise) laughs at Johanna (Anna).  
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JOHANNA (ANNA)  
If one is searching for something, one comes across this question but not the other 

way round. The all-important question is “Why And the next question is “Who?” So, 

where do we come from? And why? One can also question the existence of God. 

 
JOHANNA (ANNA) 
Being different is no longer an option today. 

 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE) 
Being extraordinary is a mistake. 

 

JOHANNA (LUISE) 
To be not noticeable is the motto. 

 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 
Mediocrity is the new religion. 

 

JOHANNA (LUISE)  
It seems so after all. 

 

JOHANNA (ANNA, SOHIA, LUSIE, CHRISTINE) 
Yes, yes, exactly. 

 

JOHANNA (ANNA) 
People want to cultivate you into mediocrity. 

 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE)  
Being average is sexy again. 
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JOHANNA (ANNA) 

If you have an A in German and an F in Maths, what will they say? 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 

Well, obviously you have a particular talent for German, so forget about Maths and 

focus on what you’re really good at. 

JOHANNA (ANNA) 

No! They’ll say… 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 

Well forget German then, you’re already good enough at that and focus on Maths. 

JOHANNA (LUISE) 

And at the end of the year, you’ll end up with Cs in both subjects. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, CHRISTINE, ANNA, LUISE) 

Welcome to being average. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, CHRISTINE, ANNA) 

Tomorrow. Tomorrow’s your big day. 

JOHANNA (LUISE) 

Tomorrow you’ll see if you are as strong as you think you are. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, CHRISTINE, ANNA) 

Tomorrow is your day. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA) 

You’ve been waiting so long for this day to come. 

JOHANNA (CHRISTINE) 

You been looking forward to it for ages too, but now you are scared all of a sudden 

and can’t move anymore. 
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JOHANNA (ANNA) 

You had always been up for facing up to yourself. You’ve always said to yourself that 

running away won’t solve anything, because the Earth is spherical and if you run 

away, then eventually you’ll come back to the point that you ran away from in the first 

place. 

Pause. 

I feel that there is one thing, which you can really believe in. 

Johanna (Anna) looks at Johanna (Sophe, Christine and Luise) 

In yourself. 

Johanna (Sophie, Christina und Luise) turns away. 

You know that for heaven’s sake. 

Those who believe in God, really also believe in themselves. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, CHRISTINE) 

In themselves? 

JOHANNA (ANNA) hesistantly 

Yes, in themselves. 

JOHANNA (SOPHIA, LUISE, CHRISTINE) 

Who is that supposed to be then? Myself? 

 

	  


